Council Corner
Town of Tofield opposes Province moving
forward with the idea of a provincial police force
Recently, the Alberta Urban
Municipalities
Association
(AUMA) held a virtual Presidents
Summit on Policing. This summit
was available to all Municipal
Council members and Administrators.
The participation was overwhelming, seeing almost 700 participants. We can assume that the
participation was tied directly to
the controversial subject.
The subject was discussing the
Province moving forward with
further investigation into a Provincial Police Force, which would replace the RCMP. This further
investigation and debate were
both referenced and led by the
Minister of Justice & Solicitor general, the Honorable Kaycee Madu.
The discussions on this process
and the potential of moving forward was at a minimum confusing

to Tofield Council, as results from
a Fair Deal Panel survey prompted
a 65% response to communities
not being in favour of this movement. This in our opinion should
have been a large enough response
in the true democratic fashion
from the Province to listen to the
rate payers, consider and pause.
At this time, that does not seem to
be the case.
The RCMP have been a pillar
of both our community and the
Province of Alberta in the ways of
strength, support, and service. A
Provincial Police Force would require that collectively we start
from scratch and could very likely

lose these members to other
provinces still under the scope of
the RCMP. This reduces officer capacity and removes residents from
our communities, and this provides us with no assurances that
we would be receiving a higher
quality of service or boots on the
ground. If anything, this would
provide a detriment for rural areas
and further already challenging
capacity issues.
From a financial standpoint,
these costs would be downloaded
onto the taxpayer, at a rate that
would be potentially very substantial, especially within what has already proven to be challenging
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times. This in our opinion is ill
thought out and has multiple challenges. We are aware of the municipal requirement to pay for the
new Police Funding Model, which
will continue to escalate for the
next three years. It is clear these
prices would simply be a drop in
the bucket in comparison to starting a police force from scratch.
Mayor and Council highly encourage each of you to reach out to
your MLA and Minister Madu to
discuss and disclose your opposition to this proposed model.
Respectfully submitted,
Mayor and Council

